
LIVING WITH RESILIENT JOY! 

 

Beginning Sunday, August 22, at 

9:30am in the Sanctuary—”Living 

with Resilient Joy.”  How can we live 

consistently with a joy that bounces 

back?  We live in stressful times.  

Can we be joyful?  God’s answer is 

“Yes!”.  Come and see why! 
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Beginning this Fall  we have another Fit For Life, new 
member class beginning.   
 
Sunday, September 26, October 10, October 24, No-
vember 7.  3:00pm—7:00pm 
 
Dinner will be served at each meeting.   Looking for will-
ing helpers  to provide the dinner.  Please contact 
Church Office if you can help out! 



CHIPPED BUT 
STILL USEFUL 

 
But we have this 
treasure in jars of 

clay  
to show that this all
-surpassing power 

is from God and not 
from us. 

2 Corinthians 4:7 NIV 
 
I’m willing to bet 
that in almost every 
house there are 
some soup bowls or 
dinner plates that 
have chips in them.  
When we buy a set 
of dishes, they al-

ways look so nice!  The colors pop out when 
you look at them, the finish is shiny, and the 
ceramic looks great!  But then life happens.  
You might hit one dish with a soup bowl, and 
a little chip comes off.  A child might carry a 
bowl to the kitchen sink, and accidentally 
chip it on kitchen counter.  That’s just the 
way it is.   
 
But for most of us, that doesn’t immediately 
mean that the dish or bowl has to be thrown 
out.  If the chip is really small and won’t cut 
our fingers or lips, we might still use the 
plate.  It’s slightly damaged, but still useful. 
 
The apostle Paul compares himself and other 
proclaimers of the Gospel to jars of clay in 
the Bible verse at the top of this article.  He 
is saying that the important thing is not him-
self, but the Gospel message that he carries 
and speaks.  Notice what he says here: 
 
We are hard pressed on every side, but not 
crushed; perplexed, but not in despair; per-
secuted, but not abandoned; struck down, 
but not destroyed. We always carry around in 
our body the death of Jesus, so that the life 
of Jesus may also be revealed in our body. 

2 Corinthians 4:8-10 NIV 
   
 
 
 
 
 

The life of Paul and his missionary friends 
frequently was difficult.  They faced perse-
cution, riots, and imprisonment.  Paul was 
stoned once and left for dead.  He experi-
enced shipwreck and difficult legal battles.  
More than this, Paul was open about the 
struggles he faced with temptation.  He 
admitted that the good things he wanted 
to, he failed to do, and the bad things he 
wanted to avoid, he sometimes ended up 
doing!  He was, to use his illustration, a jar 
of clay. 
 
Maybe you feel a bit like a jar of clay after 
the last 1 ½ years.  Perhaps you feel that 
you have a few more chips, a few more 
imperfections, a few more mistakes.  But 
don’t forget the treasure that is inside you!  
We may face persecution or hardship, we 
may make mistakes, and yes, we will all 
face death someday.  But inside every be-
liever is faith in Jesus the Messiah, created 
by the Holy Spirit through the Gospel.   
 
So it’s not about us, it’s about the treasure 
within us.  The all-surpassing power of the 
forgiveness of sins and the life everlasting, 
the power of the Gospel, is from God and 
not from us.  So we can trust in Him com-
pletely, no matter what might happen to 
us.  We can rest assured of the forgiveness 
of our sins, for Christ died for sins once for 
all, the righteous for the unrighteous, to 
bring us to God.  And we can look forward 
to the resurrection, knowing that because 
Christ is risen, we will be raised as well. 
 
As we share those words of hope with 
those around us, God makes us useful in 
His kingdom.  Despite the chips. 
 

 
 

Pastor Alan 
 

 

P a s t o r  A l a n  S o m m e r ' s  m e s s a g e  
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P A S T O R  K Y L E  W E E K S ’  M E S S A G E  
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‘GOOD NEWS’ CONSUMPTION  

  

Did you know that there are certain stages in the day when your 
brain is more easily influenced by suggestion than during other 
points in the day? That’s right! Scientists say that your brain is most 
impressionable right after waking and right before you go to bed. 
That’s because during those times, your brain is producing slower 
alpha waves (8-12 Hz) and/or theta waves (4-8 Hz) as part of its 
natural cycle. These types of brainwaves are good and necessary 
for our bodies, but what you’re exposed to in those periods 
(ranging from 20-60 minutes) has the ability to effectively program 
your brain for the next day.  
  
What this means is that if the first thing we do is turn on the news 
and see an upsetting story or video, that anger, fear, disgust, sad-
ness, or distraction will largely be imprinted on our brain for the 
day. And if we watch a violent or inappropriate Netflix show as 
we’re trying to fall asleep, that will stamp itself on our brains too. 
Likewise, if the first thing we do after waking is to reach for our 
phones and start scrolling through social media, our brains may be 
influenced to make more negative comparisons with other people 
throughout the day, to feel jealousy and envy, and to experience a 
sense of inadequacy.  
  

If I’m being honest, I fall prey to bad news consumption habits all too often, and I’m guessing 
I’m not alone in that. But as Christians, we are told in Scripture, “do not be conformed to this 
world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may discern what 
is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect” (Romans 12:2). In other words, 
God wants us to practice ‘good news’ consumption – a steady diet of Gospel content.  

 
That’s not because God is desperate for attention or because He needs something from us. 
It’s simply because God loves us, wants to protect us, and wants what’s best for us – turns 
out, that’s Him! David recognized that, and I think it’s why he encourages us to “meditate on 
the [Word] of the Lord day and night” so often (See Psalm 1:2; Psalm 42:8, Psalm 63:5-8). 
God wants to imprint His words of love, forgiveness, peace, and care from Scripture onto our 
minds every dawn and dusk, so that our faith may be strengthened and so that we can find 
true rest in the good news of Jesus.  

 
If we’re going to be influenced one way or another, let’s make sure it’s by God’s Word and the 
love of Christ, imprinted on us heart, mind, and soul for eternity.  

 
For further thought: 

 
How might Gospel (good news) consumption at the start and close of each day affect your 

faith and your day? 
 

What’s your ratio of news and social media consumption to time with God in Scripture 
each day? 

 

 Pastor Kyle 



 

S u n d a y  n u r s e r y  a v a i l a b l e  
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We now have Nursery Attendants for both the 8:00am 
service and 10:45am service. 
 
Annette Fairchild will serve in the nursery at the 
8:00am service 
 
Sara Russell will serve in the nursery at the 10:45am 
service. 
 

 
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR LIGHT OUTDOOR WORK 

 
Dear LOTH members and friends of the Church,  
 
Occasionally we are in need of volunteers to do light duty work outside and some inside work 
such as painting etc. Currently we are hoping to find some volunteers to do some weed eating 
outside behind the Church, days TBD. If you are willing and able to work for 2 to 3 hours some 
early mornings starting at approximately 8am please contact me by email or phone. Please also 
indicate what days of the week would be most conven-
ient for you. Refreshments will be provided. 
 
Soon we will have a sign up form in the Narthex.   
Refreshments will be provided. 
 
Thank You and May God Bless You! 
 
Scott Spellman – Church Property Chair 
Email – justfish5501@gmail.com   Phone- 916-690-7044 
 
 

SEEKING HELP  
 
Projectionists 
We are in need of Projectionists for the 8:00am and 10:45am 
worship services.  Training can be provided during the week 
or on Sunday mornings during worship.  Please contact the 
office if interested. 
 
 
Bulletin Assemblers 
Assemblers needed for Sunday bulletins.  Meet on Thursdays 
at 2:00pm.  Come join us for an hour and a half of assembly 
and fellowship.  We are seeking teams of 3 or 4. 
 
Contact Dorothy in Church Office—530-677-9536 

mailto:justfish5501@gmail.com
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LIBRARY UPDATES 
 
THERE ARE MANY CATEGORIES TO BROWSE IN THE CHURCH LI-
BRARY OFFERING INTERESTING VIEWING AND READING.  BE SURE 
TO ALWAYS FOLLOW THE LIBRARY PROCEDURES POSTED ABOVE 
THE CHECK OUT BINDER 

 
Listed below are the newly created categorized childrens’ book shelves located at the far end of 
the library near the checkout binder.  You and your children will be delighted to read the stories writ-
ten especially for children. 
All materials have lists hanging near the respective sections. 
 
CHILDRENS’ BOOKS – lists by Topic and Title 
Adventure Devotions Mysteries Series 3 
Baptism Dinosaurs/Dragons Parables Series 4 
Bible Stories Easter Prayers Series 5 
Bibles God Worship Series 6 
Christmas Grief Series 1 Series 7 
Creation Jesus Series 2 
 

DVDs/CDs – lists by Topic and Title by shelf number 
Apologetics                  Power of The Gospel 
Christian Growth          Putting Faith to Work 
Creation                       Strength for Suffering 
Cults          Studying the Bible 
Luther 

 
 
The top two cabinet shelves currently contain Bible Studies for group participation. 

NON-FICTION – lists by Topic and Title—Same as DVDs/CDs 
FICTION – lists by Author and Title—Too numerous to list here 

 
The library is there for your study and enrichment of God’s Word.  There is something for 
everyone on those shelves!   

 

NEW LIBRARY CLASSFICATION 
 

A new classification called “HISTORY” has been added to the church library.  It includes the books 
on Martin Luther (formerly in the Bio section) and particularly two new large books on the Refor-
mation containing full color photos.  The books have been placed on the shelf below the Bio sec-
tion.  Other books on the history of the Lutheran Church will be added incrementally.  They are 
available for checkout.  Please follow library checkout/return procedures. 
 
 

We are sorry but we are no longer accepting book or DVD/CD donations. 

 
Ellen Katz, Librarian, ek4575@att.net,  530-391-1209 

. 

L i g h t  C o n n e c t i o n  

mailto:ek4575@att.net


 
CHRISMONS 

 
Under the direction of Beth Sommer, some la-
dies have made  Chrismons which are orna-
ments that represent aspects of Christianity and 
are made of beads and wire.  Our large Christ-
mas tree had a few on it last year.  This year it 
is our hope to have many more and larger ones 
as well.  The plan is to have a service that will 
tell the meaning of each Chrismon that will be 
on our tree.  In addition, we 
are making a Chrismon that 
represents baptism that will be 
given to each  baby when they 
are baptized at our church.   
 
Beth will need help with this 
endeavor.  Consider volunteer-
ing when she asks for help, 
especially experienced      

crafters.   
 

DO YOU LIKE TO BAKE? 
 

There are various reasons why home-made 
baked goods may be needed at church.  The 
memorial team needs them for meals  served.  
LWML needs them for bake sales.  Would you 
consider having your name on a list as a baker 
that can be contacted by email as needed?  You 
only need to respond to emails if it will work for 
you for that event.   
CONTACT KATHY YNCLAN or BECKY ZSOKA if 
you can help with this. 

 
MITES 

 
The LWML collects donations monthly (called 
“mites” based on the widow’s mites from the 
Bible) and pass all of the money to our regional 
office and national LWML to fund grants for our 
region, our nation, and around  the world.  
Save your coins and bills to fund this very 
worthwhile way to support people in need.  The 
mites build wells, fund preschools, support dea-
conesses, provide tuition for pastors-to-be, and 
so much more.  There are small purple and 
white boxes you can take for your coin collect-
ing in the narthex.   

 
  THE KITCHEN NEEDS SERVING 
BOWLS, SERVING SPOONS, AND 

MEASURING CUPS 
 

 
The Memorial Team would appreciate the 
donation of the following items to the 
church kitchen to help us with our food  
service: 
 
Nice serving bowls (medium to large)   
Large metal serving spoons 
Measuring cups for dry – one or 2 sets 
Liquid measuring cup  – 1 or 2 
Paper doilies 
Wood cutting board – small to medium 
 
Items can be left on the counter in the 
kitchen with a note they are a donation.   
 
 

  THE MEMORIAL TEAM NEEDS YOU! 
 

What does the Memorial Team do?  We 
provide comfort to friends and family after 
memorial services with food and a pleasant 
environment.  We have people who come 
in to help with setup which is table setting 
and food prep.  A second team helps with 
setting out food and cleanup.  The mem-
bers of each team change with each service 
because we all lead busy lives.  Please con-
sider helping with this very satisfying way 
to show our love for our neighbor.  Let us 
know your willingness to help, and we will 
add your to our group email.  Then you can 
choose what service you can help at and in 
which capacity based on the constraints of 
your life.   
Please call or text Kathy Ynclan at 530-409-
8966 or Becky Zsoka at 530-864-0312 to 
be added to our list or ask a question.   

 

L U T H E R A N  W O M E N ’ S  M I S S I O N A R Y  

L E A G U E — C A L I F O R N I A - N E V A D A - H A W A I I   
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The LWML board voted to host a 
baby shower for all ladies in our 
congregation who are having their 
first baby.   
So far we had a very lovely shower 
for Rosa Theaker.  See picture of 
Rosa, baby Theo, and Laura 
Theaker. 
 
 

Mark the following dates for the next two scheduled  showers:   
 

Saturday, August 7, at 1:00 pm for Jilian Jew 
 

Sunday, September 26, at 1:00pm for Krista Weeks 
 
Both showers will be held in the multi purpose room.  Please look for the signup sheet in the 
narthex or call Jean Beason so we can have a head count. 
 
We will also bless our new mothers with two weeks of meals after their babies are born. We will 
send out a sign up sheet through takethemameal.com after the babies arrive!  
 

 
MISSIONARY MELISSA ASMAMAW 

 
 
Melissa (Karges) Asmamaw currently serving in Addis Ababa,  
Ethopia came and talked to us in July.  If you would like to support 
Melissa in prayer or monetarily, please contact Mission Of Christ 
Network: 
   
missionofchrist.org or contact Melissa at  
melissa.asmamaw@missionofchrist.org. 
 

B a b y  s h o w e r s  
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A special meeting of the Voters’ Assembly was called for Sunday, July 

25, 2021.  The purpose was to  present a request for Scholarship Fund-

ing to Abigail (Sommer) Maqsood. 

 

A motion was made that the congregation of Light of the Hills Lutheran 

Church authorize the disbursement of the sum of $9,900 to cover the 

cost of the Concordia Irvine Teacher Induction program for Abby to fully 

support her in this ministry in accordance with the bylaws of Light of the 

Hills Endowment Fund, to give her the financial ability to obtain the additional training and 

mentorship required to obtain her Clear California teaching credential as a Lutheran educator.  

It was also further moved that this grant would be paid out to Concordia Irvine in varying 

amounts over the next two school years with the first payment due on August 1, 2021.  The 

first and all subsequent related disbursements to be paid from the Scholarship Fund to the 

extent that there are moneys available in that fund, with any additional moneys to be dis-

bursed from the Endowment Fund as necessary.  The motion was seconded with no further 

discussion and the motion was carried without abstentions. 

V O T E R S ’  U P D A T E  
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NEW MEMBERSHIP DIRECTORY 

 
 

 
 
We are in the process of producing a new Membership   
Directory in-house.  This will not be a pictorial directory 
at this time but we felt that we needed to generate a 
new contact directory as it has been a few years since 
one was published.  Hopefully a new pictorial directory 
will be planned for the near future. 
 
If your contact information has changed (address, 
phone, email) please contact the church office as soon  
as possible so we can get those changes included. 
 

THANK YOU!! 



Brothers and Sisters in Christ,  
 
Here’s an update on LOTH’s finances – which, thanks to your faithful giving, remain in very good 
shape.   
 
Through the first half of the year, we: 
 
• Have collected $310,459 of our budgeted $600,000 in general offering – a great 

start!   (Giving typically drops off across the summer, so we are likely to eat into that surplus 
over the next few months.) 

 
• Have a net revenue (income minus expense) of $31,604.   Recall that our approved 2021 

budget projected a deficit of $25,134; because we paid off the LCEF note at the end of Feb-
ruary, we will save over $45,000 in loan payments in 2021, which, if giving is anywhere near 
our budgeted amount, should give us a surplus, not a deficit, at the end of 2021. 

  
• Still have just over $40,000 remaining in the moneys set aside for remodeling the Sanctu-

ary.  Again, kudos to Brian and his team of volunteers for stretching the funds as far as pos-
sible.      

 
• Still have a strong cash position.  Our uncommitted cash position currently covers about four 

months of expenses – a solid place for a non-profit organization to be.  (Uncommitted cash is 
total cash less cash held for restricted accounts, like the Endowment Fund and our Property 
Replacement Fund, and cash held for the Sanctuary remodel.)  

 
Council will begin the 2022 budget process in the coming months.   Thanks to your faithful giv-
ing, we won’t have to include in the 2022 budget the $51,156 that we had to budget for many 
years to cover our loan payments!  That money is now available for LOTH to support our mission 
of Creating Community in Christ!    Thanks be to God!   
 
As I tell Council at every meeting, I’m still in awe of how all of you financially carried this congre-
gation through a very difficult 2020 and early 2021.   When the pandemic hit, I drew up some 
hard plans for rationing spending if giving dropped off significantly.   Thanks to you, giving re-
mained strong!    To you go my thanks, and to God goes the glory!     
 
If anyone has any questions on finances, please reach out to me.   
 
Brian Theaker 
Treasurer  
 

FINANCIAL UPDATE 

P a g e  9  L i g h t  C o n n e c t i o n  



YOUTH  & YOUNG ADULT NEWS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Youth Group on Wedesdays! 
  
Weekly Youth Group has resumed and meets 
weekly on Wednesday nights from 7-8 pm. 
Youth Group is open to all Junior High and 
High School students. Please contact Pastor 
Kyle at pastor.weeks@loth.org to RSVP or 
for more information.  
 
 
Young Adult Group on Mondays! 
 
Young Adult Group has resumed and meets 
biweekly on Monday nights in members' 
homes. We're reading a book called "Being 
Lutheran" which details ten exciting ways 
Jesus calls us to follow Him. Please contact 
Pastor Kyle for more information at           
pastor.weeks@loth.org.  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We are in need of volunteers to cover 
various weeks this summer. Please 
see the sign up sheet in the Narthex.  
 
Coffee & Tea and fellowship will take place 
in the multi-purpose room at 9:00-9:30 
am every Sunday.  Come join us!  
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THE GIDEONS INTERNATIONAL 

 
 
Thank you for your financial support of the Gideon Ministry.  
The generous offering of $465 is tangible evidence of the 
love that Light of the Hills has for making the Word of God 
available to those who would not otherwise have it.  We pray 
that many souls will come to confess their faith in our Lord 
Jesus Christ as a result of these Scriptures being distributed. 
 
Sincerely in Christ, 
Loren Shoquist 

mailto:pastor.weeks@loth.org
mailto:pastor.weeks@loth.org


 
 
 
Louie Kraushar  
July 15, 1927—March 15, 2020 
Memorial held on July 17, 2021 
 
 
 

Bob Jarvis  
July 31, 1924—February 11, 2021 

Memorial held on July 31, 2021 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Del Haven  
October 12, 1930—April 16, 2021 
Memorial held on May 22, 2021 
 
 
 

George Ganschow 
August 12, 1930—May 7, 2021 

Memorial held on May 14, 2021 
 
 
 
 
 
Guy Gibson 
July 27, 1937—June 1, 2021 
Memorial held on June 25, 2021 
 
 
 

June Chang 
June 26, 1937–November 12, 2020 

Memorial held on June 26, 2021 
 
 
 

R E M E M B E R I N G  M E M B E R S  O F  L O T H  

M e m o r i a l s  i n  2 0 2 1  
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LIGHT CONNECTION EDITOR 

 

Maureen Popielarz 

 

Please send newsletter articles 

to: businessmanager@loth.org  

 

OR 

 Leave a printed copy in the  

Business Manager's mailbox 

slot in the library. 

 

All articles are due by the 24th 

of the month prior to  

publication 

. 

 

 

Phone: 530-677-9536 

Fax: 530-677-4376 

E-mail: loth@loth.org 
 

L I G H T  O F  T H E  H I L L S  

L U T H E R A N  C H U R C H  

3 1 0 0  R O D E O  R O A D  

C A M E R O N  P A R K ,  C A  

I N F O R M A T I O N A L  

Connect—Cultivate—Care—Carry 

WE’RE ON THE WEB 

WWW.LOTH.ORG 

 

WORSHIP  & SUNDAY  

BIBLE STUDIES 

 

 Worship: 8:00am 

Bible Study 9:30am 

Worship 11:00am 

 

 

 

 

OFFICE HOURS 

 

Mon-Thu:  8:30am-4:30pm 
(Closed 12:30-1:30pm for lunch) 

 

 

 

 

CONTACT INFORMATION 

Pastor: 

Rev. Alan Sommer  

pastor.sommer@loth.org 

 

Associate Pastor: 

Rev. Kyle Weeks 

pastor.weeks@loth.org 

 

Office Manager: 

Dorothy Polster 

loth@loth.org 

 

Business Manager: 

Maureen Popielarz 

businessmanager@loth.org 


